
 
 

 
 

Literature Review Outline 
 

Once you have an idea of the themes that will constitute the sections of your literature 
review, it is useful to create an outline. This helps you to clarify and refine your sub-themes as 
well as ensure you are including enough (and the most important) information on each theme and 
sub-theme. This is a good process to begin after an annotated bibliography, and either during or 
after developing a source matrix. Please see our other handouts on both of those topics! 
 The example out line below shows that the literature review is organized around some 
major themes, and these each have their own sub-themes. Instead of organizing purely 
chronologically, and definitely instead of list summarizing sources on a topic, the previous 
scholarship that is relevant to your current study should be organized by theme and then broken 
down into sub-themes (see Literature Review—Purpose & Structure handout). As you can see, 
each larger theme has numerous sub-themes. Drafting such a strong outline takes a huge step 
towards the successful writing of a literature review. 
 


